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ANN SraNrBv-Bannv
I r,osr MY FrRsr cHrLD ar ETcHTEEN
I lost ury first child at eighteen;
(i was five months pr€gnant,
had been sick for three months,
no money to go to the doctor, no
money to buy medicine)
I was too proud
I lost my first child
to apply for welfare.
(they said he was already dead,
he had died inside of me, said it




I lost my first child
(he told me I w,ls beautiful, said
he wanted to marry me, told me




he wouldn't let me have friends, wouldn't
let me be alone.
He said he trusted me
But not the world;
I lost my first child at eighteen.
(they were signing me up for welfare,
to cover th€ hospital bill)
I watched as they carried my son away,
(the father was not there)
I
watched as they carried my son away
(my family was not there)
they
carried my son away,
(l was afraid to tell my mother)
they
in a plastic bedpan.
Ir
carried my son away
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